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Short title in English Leitrim Organic Farmers’ Co-op

Country Republic of Ireland

Leitrim Organic Farmers’ Co-op is an organic selling cooperative in
Ireland that has expanded to include training, agricultural advice,
activism and influencing policy.

The main goal was to find outlets for their organic produce so they
developed markets in different ways. The cooperative set up one of
the first Farmers’ markets in the country and collaborated with
larger processors. They worked with them to supply products
outside of Ireland — in the Netherlands and the UK. Those
contracts are still in place today.

This summary should at least contain |1 N€Y then devised educational programmes for their members. The

Short summary for
practitioners in English on
the (final or expected)
outcomes (1000-1500
characters, word count — no
spaces).

the following information: programmes allow organic producers to be trained in a whole range
- Mainresults/outcomes of the  |of things from food safety to growing techniques to biological

?Ctl}/;?é ﬁ’;ﬁ’ﬁ%ﬁ:c?{cfgl‘a') farming techniques to agroforestry. It's all demand-driven, driven by
recommendation(s): what would be [(N€ farmers and producers themselves.

the main added The cooperative has now spawned other initiatives such as a

value/benefit/opportunities to the training company. They go to farmers because they are agricultural
end-user if the %e”erated knowledge |advisors and can help them to deal with the bureaucracy with the
Er;rgtri)tlii?:rnrtﬁgk eHu‘;";’ g?:‘h?fesults? :izklé gggt?l:?i?ne]s. Farmers are also encouraged to look at things
This summary should be as It's very important to conne_ct with the local community and have
interesting as possible for their support. The cooperative has been able to reduce rural
farmers/end-users, using a direct and isolation because they run discussion groups and events improving
ea_sv_understandable Ianquaqe and |social interaction.
f’)v?]'ir(‘:tr']“grgﬁaigzrﬁgiﬁl”fe‘:gsgﬁﬁme“ts Social farming has also developed in the region, mainly because of
practitioners (e.g. related to cost,  [their influence. The farm is used in a holistic way of dealing with the
productivity etc). Research oriented [traumas and difficulties in the lives of people with special needs.
aspects which do not help the The cooperative was involved in work at European level, trying to
gggaﬁtggi\')gigééhe practice itself  (formulate new policies especially through the Common Agricultual

' Policy (CAP) to make it more reflective of their own ambitions.
Small farming traditions of Europe should be enshrined in law.
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